CHAPTER XII.   CLOSE OF THE SECOND PUNIC WAR
THIRD PERIOD {210-207 B.C.)
THE last year's campaign was full of heavy discouragement to the Romans.
Syracuse had been taken; but Sicily remained in full revolt* Capua had
fallen; but Tarentum, all except the citadel, "was lost. The unmolested
march of Hannibal to the walls of Rome showed that no part of Italy save
the fortified towns and entrenched campj could be called their own, so long
as the Carthaginian general could lead his wild and lawless mercenaries
whithersoever he pleased. The loss of Spain had placed before them the
dreadful possibility that their great enemy might soon be reinforced by
numbers so large as to make him stronger than lie had been since he crossed
the Alps.
It is evident that mutterings of discontent were beginning to arise against
Fabius and his friends. The bitter lesson of Canme had taught the Romans
the necessity of caution, and proved that, to act with success against Hanni-
bal, they must act on the defensive. But was this system to last forever ?
Were they never to meet Hannibal in the field? Thoughts like these, no
doubt, suggested the experiment of electing a popular consul for the year
210 B.C. When the votes of the prerogative century were taken, it appeared
that the men of their choice were old T. Manlvus Torquatns, the conqueror
of Sardinia, and that same T. Otacilius who had been ousted from hie consul-
ship five years before by his uncle Fabius. But Manlius immediately rose
and declined the consulship; he was, he said, "old and nearly blind: a
general should be able to "use his own eyes. They must choose other and
better men." The century, after some hesitation, obeyed, and gave^ one of
their votes for Marcellus, as no doubt Fabius and the senate wished, while
they bestowed the other upon M. Valerius Lsevinus, who had served the
state well in Epirus.
Valerius probably owed his ctoice to the fact that he was not disposed
to submit to Fabius and Fulvius. An opportunity soon arose fox* showing
this. As he passed through Capua on his way to Rome, the Campanians,
smarting under the rule of Fulvius, besought him to let them follow in his